J. C., A BOY, aged 5, had scarlatina two years ago and was then for about three months in a fever hospital. He could speak distinctly before his attack of fever, but on returning from the hospital it was noticed that he " spoke through his nose," and the condition has become worse since then. He can swallow solids and liquids without difficulty, and there is no history of interference with breathing. He has bilateral, chronic middle-ear suppuration, which has persisted since the attack of fever. Both membrani tympani are destroyed and there is pus and granulation tissue in the middle-ear cavities.
On examination of the throat one sees a diaphragm, appearing as a continuation downwards of the soft palate and formed by the union of the free edges of the two posterior pillars. It shuts off the naso-fromn the oro-and hypo-pharynx and is complete except at the centre of its upper and lower borders. The upper opening is a small space surrounding the normal uvula, in which the latter is free to move. At the lower border there are two openings, one on each side of a central
